DOWNFALL, RECONSTRUCTION

control of her own destinies. A Eepublic having been pro-
claimed, Bepublicans, Eadicals and Socialists, harried and
proscribed the day before, rushed to the front the day after,
and forthwith became masters of the city. Clemenceau as
one of them was immediately chosen Mayor of Montmartre,
at the instance of his old friend Etierme Arago.

It was a period for action, not for argument, or reflection,
or propaganda. Clemenceau understood that. In his capacity
as Mayor of Montmartre, by no means an easy district to manage,
he exhibited marvellous energy, as well as sound judgment, in
every department of public affairs. Everything had to be
reorganised at once. There was no time to respect the inevi-
table details of democratic authorisation and delay. Clemen-
ceau with his natural rapidity of decision was the very man for
the post. Patriotic and revolutionary excitement seethed
all round him. Society seemed already to be in the melting-pot.
The enthusiasm evoked by eloquent orations in favour of
Socialism was accompanied by the discharges of cannon and
the rumbling of ammunition-wagons. But public* business
had to be carried on all the same. Clemenceau was indefati-
gable and ubiquitous. He prevented the priests from intriguing
in the municipal schools, he established purely secular education,
hurried on the arming of the battalions and kept a sharp eye
on the defences of the city. Simultaneously he set on foot a
series of establishments for giving warmth, food and general
help to the number of people who had sought refuge on the
heights. He acted throughout practically as municipal
dictator, raising, arming and drilling recruits for the new
1 republican army, as well as organising and administering all
the local services.

It was a fine piece of work. Having been so closely in touch
with the bulk of the population of Montmartre, he was able
to act entirely in theft interests and with their concurrence
throughout. They therefore warmly supported him against
the reactionists and religionists who, then as always, were his
most virulent enemies* It was no easy task to maintain